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Meeting the Challenges of the Future with
Citizens Involvement

Dear Interested Citizen:

The Fulton Mall in Downtown Fresno is a treasure that we must preserve,

and make it the number one attraction in the Central Valley.
can rival the great Malls of the World,
showcase our cultural diversity and make it the “Happening Place”.
contact us as to how you can get involved.

The Fulton Mall
if we put our minds to it. We can
Please

--Bob Dwyer

DO YOU WANT TO PRESERVE FULTON MALL AS A
PEDESTRIAN MALL?

The Downtown Fresno Coalition’s nomination of the Fulton
Mall for listing on the National Register of Historic Places is
intended to protect the Mall as a historical resource under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This means that
any effort to make major alterations in the Mall, such as allow-
ing vehicular traffic on it, must be subject to an Environmental
Impact Report. You can support our effort by writing a letter
stating that you are in favor of listing the Mall on the National
Register. The letter should be sent before the end of June 2010
to the address below. Your letter will then be forwarded to the
Keeper of the National Register in Washington, D. C.

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historical Preservation
California Department of Parks and Recreation
P. O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Letters to the Fresno Bee and to the mayor and City Council
members can also help.

For more information please read the following sections.

What Happened In Sacramento On April 30, 2010

On April 30 in Sacramento the State Historic Resources
Commission considered the nomination of Fresno’s Fulton Mall
to the National Register of Historic Places. The role of the State
Commission was to decide what recommendation to make re-
garding the nomination and to forward the nomination to
Washington where the Keeper of the National Register is to
make the final decision. The Historic Preservation Office staff
recommended approval of the nomination for listing.

Three Fresno city employees, two from the Department of
Downtown and Community Revitalization and one from the
City Attorney’s office, were present to speak in opposition to
the nomination. Three owners of property adjacent to the Mall
also spoke in opposition.

Objections to the nomination on procedural grounds, apparently
concocted by fervent cherry-picking of laws and regulations,
were rejected by the Commission members and the staff attor-
ney. Another basis for the city’s opposition to the nomination
was the claim that listing the Mall at this time would somehow
interfere with the ongoing revitalization proposal

(cont. on page 2)

WALKING THE WALK: FRESNO’S FULTON MALL
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA

(Reprinted with permission from Preservation Matters, the
newsletter of the California Office of Historic Preservation)

On April 30, 2010, the State Historical Resources Commission
voted unanimously to determine that the Fulton Mall, in Fresno,
is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Fulton Mall is a six-block long pedestrian mall in down-
town Fresno, constructed in 1964. The mall was the “crown
jewel” centerpiece of an urban renewal plan by Austrian émigré
Victor Gruen to transform Fresno’s downtown area and enhance
the Central Business District’s reputation as the retail center of a
six county region and to halt a decline in downtown property
values.

The pedestrian mall concept for Fresno was not new for
Gruen, known as the “father of the shopping mall.” Gruen’s
Northland Center in suburban Detroit was America’s first out-
door suburban shopping mall when it opened in 1954, which
sparked a wave of copycat developments nationwide. In 1956,
he developed the nation’s first indoor shopping mall, Southdale
Center in Edina, Minnesota. In 1955, Gruen unveiled a massive
“superblock” plan for downtown For Worth, Texas, that would
have banned cars from a wide swath of the city. Though never
built, the plan generated great interest and led to the construc-
tion of the nation’s first downtown pedestrian mall in Kalama-
700, Michigan, completed in 1959.

In 1958, Gruen was hired to develop a comprehensive plan for
the redevelopment of Fresno’s downtown. The plan included
new freeways, parking, high rise office and residential develop-
ment, a new downtown traffic pattern, and the centerpiece — a
six-block-long pedestrian mall on Fulton Street. The finished
mall opened on September 1, 1964. to great fanfare that in-
cluded the presence of Governor Edmund G. “Pat” Brown and a
crowd of thousands, capping a week-long celebration of arts and
culture called the “Fresno Festival.”

The mall itself was designed by modernist landscape architect
Garrett Eckbo and includes over a dozen water features, hun-
dreds of trees and shrubs, and a diverse collection of artwork
from both local and international artists. The art collection was
funded with donations from the local community totaling
$185,000, a collection now valued in the millions. Such artists
as Renoir, Peter Voulkos, Claire Falkenstein, George Tsuta-
kawa, and Charles Owen Perry provide pedestrians with an

(cont. on page 2)




What Happened In Sacramento

(continued)
known as the Fresno Corridor Specific Plan. No evidence was
offered to support this claim (as was also the case when the City
made the claim before the local Historic Preservation Commis-
sion), and this objection was not given much attention.

Opposition by property owners had the greatest influence on
the Commission’s decision. If a nominated property has multi-
ple owners, and a majority of property owners object to National
Register listing, the state commission cannot recommend listing.
(After the nomination was first submitted in 2007, the City of
Fresno claimed that owners of properties adjacent to the Mall
are the owners of the Mall.) At the hearing it was accepted that
there are fifty-nine owners of adjacent properties, a number that
is difficult to be certain about. Notarized objections from
twenty-nine property owners had been submitted before the
hearing. Although twenty-nine is just short of a majority, the
Commission chose to accept the Fresno City representatives’
claim that they expected to find more objectors.

Having decided that it was prevented from recommending
listing the Mall, the Commission voted unanimously for the next
best thing, a “determination of eligibility.” In accordance with
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, “prop-
erties formally determined eligible” are listed in the California
Register of Historical Resources and therefore have the same
legal protection of properties that have listing in the National
Register. The Fresno Bee report on the hearing missed this
point. In reality, the city lost, because it was attempting to per-
suade the Commission to reject the nomination.

In the meantime, the Keeper is free to make a final determina-
tion of the nomination ranging from rejection to determination
of eligibility to listing on the National Register. —end-

Walking the Walk: Fresno’s Fulton Mall
(continued)
incredible array of artwork. The mall consists of a number of
different elements inspired by nature and the agricultural roots
of the Fresno area, including numerous water elements, featur-
ing fire clay standipes by local artist Stan Bitters. Mosaics by
local artists help provide color and visual dramato the mall’s
seating areas.

Plantings on the mall include grapes, olives and figs, all major
crops in the San Joaquin Valley. The mall’s concrete still bears
traces of its original color, a light brown to reflect the color of
the Valley soil, which gives the region life and much of the
world its food. Its surface is punctuated by undulating ribbons of
cast concrete set with Mexican river stones, providing a unique
rhythmic quality to the mall’s pavement. Eckbo’s organic con-

cept can also be seen in the design of the many pools, seating
areas and planter beds.

Upon completion, the mall received several national design
awards, including the “Excellence in Community Architecture”
(1965) from the American Institute of Architects and the “Na-
tional Design Excellence” award from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (1968).

Fulton Mall is the only intact pedestrian mall to be designed
by renowned landscape architect Garrett Eckbo. Its only rival is
the Downtown Mall in Charlottesville, Virginia, designed by the
late Lawrence Halprin, but that mall has undergone modifica-
tions and more are contemplated.

Of the approximately 200 pedestrian malls built during the
1960s and 1970s, fewer than two dozen survive. Last year Sac-
ramento began a study to reopen the K Street Mall. Redding has
removed the roof its Main Street Mall, and other cities, such as
Riverside, El Centro, Boston, and Memphis are struggling to
find tenants and are turning to universities, training companies
and other institutions to occupy the spaces. The need for the
shopper to be entertained, fed and comfort catered has changed
over the years. Lack of maintenance by cities has forced the
closing of fountains and removal of plants from many malls.

Planners and governments need to understand that malls and
public spaces rely on people to relate to one another differently
than they did 40 years ago. Successful malls now integrate
housing, entertainment, and upscale shopping boutiques with a
reuse of neighborhoods offering the rich essence of design that
the Fulton Mall still maintains. Long Beach, Santa Monica,
Denver, Boulder, Ithica, and Athens, Georgia, are wonderful
and successful downtown mall environments. Ann Arbor,
Michigan, has opened its mall to limited traffic, remaining
closed most of the time for festivals, art fairs, and special
events. Sidewalks are extra wide, and housing upstairs from
commercial shops keeps people downtown and circulating after
normal business hours.

Fresno’s Historic Preservation Commission, like the State
Historical Resources Commission, determined that Fulton Mall
was eligible for listing on the National Register. The City of
Fresno, however, contends that the mall is disliked by its com-
munity—that the mall is the cause of declining retail tenancy,
breeds crime and simply does not work. I encourage the City of
Fresno to revisit their planning efforts and once again embrace
the Fulton Mall as cause and source of urban pride. A successful
renaissance of the mall requires the potent addition of mixed use
living/working/retail/services to draw and retain people in the
area. Increasingly, people are drawn to urban areas where they
can live, eat, work, and shop within a radius of blocks that don’t
require driving from place to place. The Historic Gaslamp
Quarter in San Diego is a good example. Denver uses light rail
and small buses to serve those who work and live along their
urban mall. Sponsor, encourage, and support community activi-
ties along the mall like those supported by Santa Monica, whose
Third Street Promenade is an entertain-ment destination for
young and old alike.

I share Fresno’s concerns regarding the economic viability of
their downtown and wish them every success in their planning
efforts. The Fulton Mall is a world class historic landscape that
with proper planning, restoration, and adaptive reuse, could help
bring life and people back to downtown Fresno with sufficient
force and vitality to once again be the “crown jewel” of the San
Joaquin Valley. —end-




THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FULTON MALL:
WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY
=-=Ray McKnight

Supporters of the effort to maintain
Fulton Mall as a pedestrians-only space
recognize its value as an urban park for
people who work or live or shop down-
town. Those supporters may not be aware
of the Mall’s significance as seen by
knowledgeable experts. In this issue of the
newsletter you will find an appreciative
discussion of the Mall by Milford Wayne
Donaldson, State Historic Preservation
Officer. Mr. Donaldson’s importance in
the field of Historic Preservation is indi-
cated by his recent appointment by Presi-
dent Obama to a four-year term as Chair-
man of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation.

In the same spirit of Mr. Donaldson’s
praise for the Fulton Mall, we can cite
other experts in landscape architecture and
urban planning who have written in sup-
port of preserving it.

Charles Birnbaum, President of The Cul-
tural Landscape Foundation, based in
Washington, D.C., declares, “Along with
Ghirardelli Square in San Francisco, the
Fulton Mall is one of West Coast’s pio-
neering urban planning initiatives of
valuing the past by ‘recycling’ historic
buildings while creating a landscape set-
ting that was both festive and Modern.”
Dorothée Imbert, formerly of the Harvard
Graduate School of Design and now at
Washington University in St. Louis,
states, “Fulton Mall is a monument to
urban design and outdoor living---the es-
sence of California.”

Marc Treib, Professor of Architecture at
UC Berkeley, calls the Mall a “key work
in American landscape architecture” and
points out that “The mall design was
hailed not only for its urban innovation,
humanism, and design vocabulary, but
also for its artistic collaboration on the
fountains and sculpture.”

It is unfortunate that Fresno City Hall is
populated by city officials who lack the
understanding of what can be gained by
capitalizing on the widespread renown of
the Fulton Mall by supporting its listing
on the National Register and promoting it
as the centerpiece of a pedestrian-friendly
downtown. Dave Weinstein, a freelance
writer on architecture who is frequently
published in the San Francisco Chronicle,
has stated the idea well: “Marketed properly, the mall and the
wonderful buildings that line it could become a real draw, not
just for regional shoppers but for tourists.”

FRESNO PACIFIC TOWERS TOUR

Heritage Fresno invites you to be our guest as Saundra King
leads a historical tour of Fresno Pacific Towers, formerly known
as the Pacific Southwest Building and/or the Security Pacific
Bank Building. Immediately following, an outdoor mini-tour of
the Fulton Mall will be led by Heritage Fresno. Phone 243-5848
or 261-1510 for more information.

Heritage Fresno advocates historical preservation by means
which include encouraging the study
of local history, organizing public
participation in environmental re-
view, publication of articles in a
newsletter, and testimony before
public boards and commissions.

Heritage Fresno conducts educa-
tional programs and events which
stress the importance of historic
preservation for the maintenance of
an authentic community.

In this way, we hope to achieve our
goal of enriching the future by preserving our past.

2010 Fiestas Patrias will be held on Thursday to Sunday,

September 16-19, on Fulton Mall

Celebrate Fiestas Patrias (Mexican Independence Day) in

Downtown Fresno at this family-oriented festival on the Fulton

Mall. Join thousands for this special event and enjoy traditional
and pop Mexican music, folkloric
dancing, food, vendors and more.
There will be live entertainment on
two stages and a Family Zone.
The event runs from 12 noon to
6:00 p.m. on Friday, and from
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday.

Fiestas Patrias is free to the public, brought to you by

Downtown Association of Fresno and Univision.

Exciting musical and dance entertainment will be performing

live on two stages Saturday and Sunday from 12 noon to 7 p.m.

SUMMER CONCERTS IN THE PARK (thru Aug)

Enjoy outdoor concerts in the lovely surroundings of
Woodward Park (bring your blankets and lawn chairs). A
new band is featured every other week - fun for the entire

family. Woodward Park - Fresno
Info: City of Fresno Parks (559) 621-2900

KINGSBURG SUMMER BAND CONCERTS
UNDER THE STARS
June 24th; July 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
Place: Memorial Park
Attractions: City Band, Food, and Arts and Crafts
Thursday Nights Only Event for 6 weeks
Each night starts with a Farmer’s Market, Food and Crafts from
5-8 p.m., followed by the concert from 8-9:30 PM.
Kingsburg District Chamber of Commerce
1475 Draper Street
Kingsburg, CA 93631
559-897-1111




1000 I want to help improve our quality of life in Fresno County.
FRIENDS YES 9 Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution:

OFFRESNE O s10 O ss0 O $200 O $1000

— O $25 O s100 O s$500 0 other

Name: Phone: (Day)
Address: (Eve)
(Fax)
City/State/Zip (E-mail)

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

1000 Friends of Fresno is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization. All donations are fully tax-deductible.

Please send this form with your check or money order to: 1000 Friends of Fresno, 4781 E. Gettysburg Ave., Fresno, CA 93726, (559) 291-2261, Fax (559) 291-4991

THOUGHTS AND IDEAS FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY:

HELPING US INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP, HELPS OUR COMMUNITY.
Please list two (2) people (friends, relatives, business associates) whom we may send information to about 1000 Friends of Fresno.

Name:

Address:

Name:

Address:

Our Newsletters are now available by e-mail in PDF format. Please e-mail
1000friends @sbcglobal.net to be put on the e-mailing list. This will help cut down on our postage expenses.
Your addresses will not be shared with anyone.

Newsletter will be published Quarterly. We would appreciate help with copying, folding and stapling. Call
or e-mail if you would like to help.

We are accepting articles for publication. Please e-mail or mail your articles to us.

- Dianna K. Stansell, Administrator




